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In 1885, Miss Marian Clarke, who moved to Australia from 
England, opened Abbotsleigh in a terrace house in North 
Sydney. She was determined that girls could receive an 
education equal to that of boys and that as a result, girls 
could have the opportunity to go to university. Given that 
the first woman to graduate from a university had only 
done so in 1883 in Melbourne, Miss Clarke’s dream was 
certainly bold and audacious!   

Believing that girls can do anything, Miss Clarke ensured 
that the curriculum encompassed subjects such as 
geometry, woodwork and Latin alongside English, art, 
music and drama. She wanted her girls to sit the public 
examinations that would allow them to attend university 
– this was her high expectation and she worked hard to 
ensure that it was fulfilled! 

It is the stuff of legend that the first girls to sit the final 
examinations just a short time after the school had 
opened, failed miserably! However, although neither Miss 
Clarke nor the girls had ever heard of concepts such 
as possessing a ‘growth mindset’ and ‘brave the waves’ 
(resilience) – these are exactly what they enacted. 

After a short time when they were miserable, Miss Clarke 
gave the girls strawberries and cream to eat for supper 
and, virtually the next day, they had brushed themselves 
off, and began studying hard to re-sit the examinations 
the following year. As you may guess – this time, the girls 
passed with flying colours! 

There are so many lessons for us and our girls in this 
story, as there are so many lessons to be learned from 
our outstanding guest speaker, Dr Rebecca Overton 

(AOG 1991), who is not only a highly respected doctor of 
medicine, but is also the mother of three children – triplets! 
Dr Overton certainly inspired all of our girls, Old Girls and 
staff with stories from her life that has been packed with 
‘braving the waves’ moments as well as with incredible fun, 
great blessings and opportunities to make a very positive 
difference to the lives of many people through her work as 

https://portal.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.instagram.com/abbotsleigh/
https://www.facebook.com/69����/
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See Parent app for team sheets and 
venues

Years 3-6 IPSHA artistic gymnastics training 
Saturday93 August

Year66 AFL and touch football training Monday95 August3.20-4.30 pm

Transition and ELC 4-5s ACEE incursion Tuesday96 August8.30-2.30 pmACEE

Years 1-3 GATEWAYS workshop Tuesday96 August8.30 am-3 pm

Years 3-6 athletics training Tuesday96 August3.30-5 pm

Act for Kids sessions for ELC, Transition and Year61 Wednesday97 August Classrooms

/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/69����Parent-app-instructions.pdf
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

Saturday sportSaturday 27 July 8 am-12 noonClick here Archdale debating Round 6Tuesday 30 July 4- 8 pmNASA/Design Tour 2025 Parent/ 
Student Information EveningTuesday 30 July 7- 8 pmvia ZoomYear371 Drama excursion to 'Dracula'Wednesday 31 July 9 am-3.25 pmRoslyn Packer Theatre, STCSt James Lunchtime ConcertWednesday 31 July 11.15 am-2.15 pmSt James Anglican Church,  Turramurra

Middle School Knox CollaborationWednesday 31 July 1.30-3 pmAbbotsleighYear371 Women in STEMWednesday 31 July 4-6 pmSydney Adventist Hospital Clinical Education Centre

Year39 Joeys DanceThursday 1 August 6- 8 pm Judith Poole Sports HallYear371 Elective Geography excursionFriday 2 August 8 am-3.25 pm

/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/69����-Sports-Fixtures-25-July-2024.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/69����Parent-app-instructions.pdf
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IGSA Chess Competition round 1 Friday 2 August 
4-6 pm

SS Twilight Athletics 2 Friday 2 August 
4-8 pm

SOPAC

SDN Debating Friday 2 August 
4.30-8.30 pm

Saturday sport Saturday 3 August 
8 am-12 noon

Venues and times TBA

Rugby 7s round 1 Saturday 3 August 
1-4 pm

Pymble Ladies' College

Senior production rehearsal Saturday 3 August 
1-7.30 pm

Drama Studio

Year 11 Agriculture excursion Monday 5 to  
Wednesday 7 August

Quirindi

Year 9 Mandatory Geography excursion Tuesday 6 August 
8.30 am-3.25 pm

Sydney city

CRU Bible Study Masterclass excursion Tuesday 6 August Chatswood

Wheelchair basketball in the Sports Hall Tuesday 6 August 
1.15-2.10 pm

Judith Poole Sport Hall

Archdale debating Round 7 Tuesday 6 August 
4-8 pm

Young Curators and 3:33 Art Projects Thursday 8 August 
All day

Grace Cossington Smith Gallery

Opening of Young Curators and  
3:33 Art Projects

Thursday 8 August 
5.30-7.30 pm

Grace Cossington Smith Gallery

Senior Drama Production  
Shakespeare in Love

Thursday 8 August 
7-9.30 pm

Drama Studio

IGSA Chess Competition round 2 Friday 9 August 
4-6 pm

SS Twilight Athletics 3 Friday 9 August 
4-8 pm

SOPAC

SDN Debating Friday 9 August 
4.30-8.30 pm

Saturday sport Saturday 10 August Venues and times TBA

Rugby 7s round 2 Saturday 10 August 
1-4 pm

Pymble Ladies' College

Senior Drama Production  
Shakespeare in Love

Saturday 10 August 
2-4.30 pm

Drama Studio

Senior Drama Production  
Shakespeare in Love

Saturday 10 August 
7-9.30 pm

Drama Studio


